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1953, Eli Lilly “Juvenile Board of Medication Taste Testers” 

       

Credit: American Institute for the History of Pharmacy, Madison, Wisconsin

Courtesy: Eli Lilly & Co.

“Let the kids decide for themselves

what flavor they like” by “giving them 

a taste of their own medicine.”



Thank You

• John Swann PhD, FDA History Office

• https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/fda-history/fda-history-office 
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Parent’s 

Magazine, 1949





“Children like its pure orange flavor….”  Parent’s Magazine, 1952
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Tastes Like your Children’s Favorite Candy

 Reading Eagle  June 15 1952
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American Business, 1951
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Wall Street Journal, Feb. 25, 1957





”We do not know of a single instance wherein serious results have 
accrued even though we have been made aware of several instances of 

children taking a whole bottle.”

Letter dated May 3, 1954 from H. B. Solmson Plough Executive Vice President to American Academy of Pediatrics

Food and Drug Administration Archives, National Archives College Park, Maryland. RG 88, File Number 500.23 Box 1991



FDA History Office, Silver Spring, MD



Parent’s Magazine, December, 1958

“….safety cap designed

To prevent opening….”



Benjamin Spock



  

  Washington Post, August 16, 1965 p A.3





THE CHILD SAFETY ACT 

Children must be our first concern. They are our hope and our future. Too 

many children now become seriously ill--too many die--because of 

accidents that could be avoided by adequate labeling and packaging of 

dangerous substances. This is senseless and needless tragedy…. 

“……limit the amount of children's aspirin 

available in retail packages…”

LBJ, Special Message to the Congress on Consumer Interests.

March 21, 1966 



Food, Drug, Cosmetic Law Journal, August 1966, p 432



James L. Goddard MD, FDA Commissioner, 1966-1968
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Aspirin Industry Response
1966 Child Protection Act Hearings

• Deny the problem/data

• Blame parents (and children)

• Regulation harms children’s interests and 
American business



A Model Public Private Partnership?

“The process of development of the use of 
these closures may be viewed as a model for 
other areas of accident prevention.”

Lorne K. Garrettson, “The Child Resistant Container: A Success 
and a Model for Accident Prevention,” American Journal of 
Public Health 67 (February 1977): 135–136.



Considerations for 2023

• Is there data available to suggest that “candy-
like” features accelerate a trend toward their 
use?

• Do adults perceive more palatable 
medications as safer?

• Is there evidence that candy/palatability 
marketing shapes consumer behavior?

• Was the “candy-like” formulation to blame for 
the increase in poisoning?
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